The Two Sudans: Some Aspects of the South
correct. In most cases African justice seems to be essen-
tially democratic.
The problem of economic development is probably the
major question of all, for it is arguable that any educational
or political progress must be proportionate to the economic
development of the country. It is little use educating a
boy to the capacity for enjoying and profiting by a higher
and fuller life if, outside Government employment, there
is no higher life for him to enjoy. The economic develop-
ment of the southern Sudan is virtually prehistoric and
has made little, if any, advance in the past hundred years.
In the eighteen-seven ties, according to Casati, the amount
of ivory arriving in Khartoum averaged 148 tons per
annum. This must have represented some 2,000 elephants
a year and at so low a price as 5/- a pound meant an
annual revenue to Government—it was a Government
monopoly—£75:000. To-day the combined revenue of the
three southern provinces is considerably less than this
amount. The supply of ivory has greatly diminished and
is diminishing every year. The devastations of the Mahdia
everywhere reduced population and stock, and the latter
are being continually further reduced by the periodic
ravages of rinderpest. The disappearance of villages and
herds in its turn let in the tsetse fly where it was previously
unknown. Commercial exploitation of timber has only just
begun.
Owing to transport cost, grain, sesame, and ground-
nuts which grow profusely, have hitherto only been able
to be absorbed by a limited local market. Cotton has
been introduced on a commercial basis with some success,
The results of experiments with coffee are still uncertain.
Exhaustive prospecting has failed to discover any mineral
wealth on a workable scale. On the balance the three
southern provinces are a drain on the country rather than
no

